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realize their potential and become visionary leaders and thinkers, as well
as concerned, caring, and productive citizens. He established more than
2,000 educational and social institutions in more than 40 States and nearly
60 countries. He was deeply committed to fostering civic pride and moral
integrity along with professional success.

On this day, as we remember Rabbi Schneerson’s achievements, let us reaf-
firm our commitment to providing our Nation’s children with an education
that will enable them to flourish, both intellectually and spiritually.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 7, 1998, as
Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I invite Government officials, educators,
volunteers, and all of the people of the United States to observe this day
with appropriate activities, programs, and ceremonies.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day of
April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-eight, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-second.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7079 of April 9, 1998

National Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day, 1998

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Engraved on the Korean War Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C., are
the words ‘‘Freedom Is Not Free.’’ Generations of Americans who have
served our Nation in uniform know the truth of this inscription. They have
paid freedom’s price by leaving behind their homes, families, and civilian
lives to serve America around the globe. They have paid the price by suf-
fering injuries and even death. And some have paid the price for our free-
dom by sacrificing their own as prisoners of war.

While in captivity, American prisoners of war have served our Nation with
the same valor, pride, honor, and dedication as their comrades on the bat-
tlefield. American POWS have struggled for their freedom, armed with
courage, wits, and an indomitable spirit. Enduring long months or years of
hunger, abuse, torture, isolation, and the dreadful suspense of not knowing
when—or if—they would ever be released, they have remained true to
themselves and to our country.

This year we commemorate the 25th anniversary of Operation Home-
coming, when we finally achieved the release of our prisoners of war from
captivity in Southeast Asia. We also mark the anniversary of Operations
Big Switch and Little Switch some 45 years ago, when Americans held cap-
tive during the Korean War finally came home. As these heroes returned
to the open arms of their families and the grateful hearts of their fellow
Americans, we saw written on their faces their deep love for our country
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and the faith, determination, and sense of honor that had sustained them
through times of unimaginable suffering.

We can never adequately express our gratitude to those who have served
our Nation while prisoners of war or to their families who experienced
such anguish during years of separation. But on this day, and throughout
the year, we can and should pay tribute to these extraordinary American
patriots, thank them for their service and their sacrifice, and honor them
always in our hearts.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 9, 1998, as
National Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day. I call upon all Ameri-
cans to join me in remembering former American prisoners of war who suf-
fered the hardships of enemy captivity. I also call upon Federal, State, and
local government officials and private organizations to observe this day
with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of
April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-eight, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-second.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7080 of April 9, 1998

National D.A.R.E. Day, 1998

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
Every child is blessed with infinite potential—potential for loving, for
learning, and for making life better for others. Yet each year thousands of
young people destroy this potential and risk their lives by using illegal sub-
stances. That is why the first goal of my 1998 National Drug Control Strat-
egy is to educate America’s young people on the dangers of substance
abuse and to help them resist the temptations of drugs, alcohol, and to-
bacco.

Among our greatest allies in this mission are the parents, teachers, stu-
dents, and police officers participating in Drug Abuse Resistance Education
(D.A.R.E.), the largest substance abuse prevention and safety promotion
program in America. This year, millions of children across the United
States will benefit from the D.A.R.E. curriculum. Under the guidance of
specially trained veteran police officers, America’s children from kinder-
garten through 12th grade learn how to resist peer pressure and live pro-
ductive lives free from violence and substance abuse. The D.A.R.E. program
is currently being used in almost 75 percent of our Nation’s school districts
and in more than 44 countries around the world. And because it is so crit-
ical that we reach our young people during their most impressionable
years, D.A.R.E. has pledged to expand into every middle school in our Na-
tion by the year 2001.
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